THE SUPS SUPPORTER

STEVENAGE UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY

NOTES OF MEETING HELD ON

TUESDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 2014
INTRODUCTION

The Chairman, Bob Allen, welcomed all to the meeting.  Approximately 24 members attended the meeting.  Bob made the usual announcements re health and safety and announced the following:
1. The Agenda for this meeting was slightly different to allow Paul Colley to speak to us first, followed by the Focus on and then Colin Noel talking about diving in Mauritius.

2. Thanks to Dave Baker for arranging the trip to Lundy which was a success with two very enjoyable days’ diving.
3. There was a whip for drinks so the leftover has been donated to SUPS so thanks to those who gave

4. The committee has given up on the Lottery grant and will now purchase a new projector from SUPS funds.  Dave Collins will arrange this for us but if any member has a view as to what should be purchased please speak to Dave.
5. One more trip to Plymouth on 19 – 22 September.  See Colin Noel if you want to go as he has spaces.

6. Calendar meeting this Thursday 11 September at Ken Sullivan’s at 7.00 pm.  Vicki will be finding out how many are wanted so we order the correct number.  They are likely to be approximately £5.70.

7. The October meeting will include 5 images from each member from the Hertford Photoshoot for them to be shown and commented on.

8. The Annual speaker for November’s meeting is Martin Edge.
9. SSAC Annual Dinner and Dance is on 15 November at The Sun Hotel in Hitchin for £30 for a dinner and dance.  Contact Denise if you are not a SSAC member and want to go.  SSAC members watch out for Jade’s emails.
10. Stevenage Museum Underwater Wonders Exhibition with photographs from SUPS members is now closed but we did receive some good publicity on TV and the local press.
11. Next Committee Meeting is on 2 December at Colin Noel’s house at 7.30 pm prompt.

12. Next year’s Committee will need a Chairman (or Assistant) and Secretary.  We also need a new SUPS Supporter Editor/Provider.
SHOW TALK

Bob introduced Paul Colley to us.  He is a professional underwater photographer and leader in the theory and practice of underwater photographic composition.  He is a supporter of the BLUE marine foundation, which is a registered charity working to fix the largest solvable problems on the plant – the crisis in our oceans.

Nigel Wade, Technical Editor of Diver magazine says: “Paul’s book “Winning Images” is destined to be the compositional bible for underwater shooters.”

Paul is an underwater photography instructor and has won international competitions to gold medal standard.

Paul Coley, author of “Winning Images with any Underwater Camera” talked to the group briefly about himself - he has spent two years researching and writing about composition in photos underwater.  He used to be in the RAF and left two years ago to take this up.  He decided to pursue this as a career and is now on his third book.  Paul then proceeded to highlight some key concepts from his book as follows

What are winning images – for anyone who likes them and those that engage the audience.

Aesthetics and some deeper insights into composition

Aspiration: more images that count - Paul showed an image of Ascension Island to raise money for conservation and a turtle used to raise money for turtle conservation

How much does technology count?
Iconic images are influenced by artistic vision and technology and technique.
Understanding the camera and how it works is important and lots of books cover these aspects.  There is little about artistic vision “searching for kingfisher moments ..” which is what Paul tries to cover in the book, which includes:
· Good colour and basic composition

· Viewpoint and perspective

· Shapes and visual weight

· Stories

· Emotional impact

Compact cameras are now good enough to cover all the above.

Jeremy Cowart’s view - how much is done by the camera and how much by the photographer = technology a little bit.  It’s the photographer that makes the difference.
Paul showed an excellent photo of the barracuda school on the Yolanda reef in the Red Sea to show what a compact can do in low light at 30+ metres.

The book investigates:
· Composition the big picture;

· Contrast and balance - the 2 the most important to master;
· Easy to remember reference models;
· Techniques to improve composition;
· Post production techniques to fine tune composition.
Why aesthetics matter – the appreciation of (beauty) according to principles of good taste

Emotion, feeling

Dennis Dutton – pleasure = enjoying images for their own sake

Style = images satisfy rules

What grabs attention

How people look at images – eye tracking used to determine this

Eyes are important in the image is the most obvious thing in photos
Gestalt perception – what you see in the image

How do people engage = shapes, colours, sectors

The book has a detailed model

Ansell Adams – you don’t take a photograph you make it

Contrast and balance

Contrast
Much bigger concept than you think – light and dark: high, medium and low

Colours
Multiple subjects 3, 5, 7

Other contrast – NB points, lines and shapes

One against many

Complementary colours

Rough and smooth

Balance

Bigger concept than contrast

The visual weight attributed to graphic elements and their relationship to each other in photographic frame

Lines and shapes (weight and balance)

Viewpoint – the angle you take the photo from and the lens you use

Conclusion

Paul provides a model for composition in the book to enable you to think through why images have impact to add in your photos so you can improve your images.

The book “Winning Images with ANY Underwater Camera” is published by Dived Up; ISBN 978-1-909455-04-7.  See their website at www.DivedUp.com
FOCUS ON – The Sun
ABOVE WATER

There were 25 entries for this category.  Thank you and well done to everyone who entered.
1st
Paris by Alison Pettit
2nd
Sunset Fort Island Beach by Bob Allen
3rd
Sunset silhouette by Dave Collins
4th
Once upon a time in Oban by Ian Gott
UNDERWATER

There were 23 entries for this category.  Thank you and well done to everyone who entered.

1st
Jetty in Bali by Dave Baker
2nd
Red Sea Caves by Dave Baker
3rd
Shark and Sun by ken Sullivan
4th
Spring Run in Florida by Bob Allen
5 IMAGES
As we had such a full meeting it was agreed Colin’s talk about Mauritius will be deferred until another meeting.
NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be on 14 October 2013 at The Arts Centre on Roaring Meg, Stevenage, commencing at 8.00 pm and will include:
The photo theme for the Focus On is " Leading Lines ".

5 images will be presented by those who attended the Hertford Photoshoot with 5 images each.
Show Talk will be Bokeh Technique by Alison and Paul Pettit
A SUPS SUPPORTER!
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